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THE 
Hiſtory of the GENTLE-CRAFT. 


THEN this famous Iſland of Ereat- 
| \ Britain was divided into many 


; Kingdoms, Wars raged among the 
petty Princes, and much Blood-ſhed enſued; 
in theſe Days, among the Biitiſh and Welch 


Kings, one Arviragus governed that Place cal- 


led Powiſhland very prudently, to the content 
of his Subjects, and marrying a fair Lady 


named Gezura, Daughter of the King f 
' North-Wales, he had by her a goodly Son, 


named Hugh, whom he brought up tenderly /* 
to Learning, and all other Things that were 
requiſite to accomplith a princely Mind; ſend- 


ing him, when he came to Years, beyond the 


Scas to Travel, where he vifited the Courts 
of all the moſt noble Kings and Emperors, -- 
and did many Exploits in Arms,. and in fingle 


Combats againſt Monſters and Giants, fo  ! 


that his Fame and Renown ſpiead every 
where; and coming to the Court of the Ro- 
man Emperor, being employed as his General 
againſt the Sarazens that invaded Spain and 
Italy, he did ſuch Wonders in Valour, by 
overthrowing and putting them to Rout, that 
2 upon 
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upon his Return, he not only Triumphed 
but was Knighted by the Emperor, and one 
of his Daughters propoſed to him in Marriage 
but he excuſed it, as not inclining to change 
his Condition, which made the beautious 
Princeſs much grieve, for ſhe had ſet her Af- 
fections very tenderly on him, he being of a 
comely Perſonage, affable Temper, and cour- 
teous Behaviour. The Wars abroad ending, 
he returned, and in his Return viſiting Don- 
vallo, King of Flintſhire, he had a Sight of 
Hinifred, his fair Daughter, whoſe Beauty 
and Carriage he contemplated and admired ſo 
long, till Love began to fix a Spark of its 
Celeſtial Fire in his Boſom; the which, 


though he laboured to extinguiſh (in pur- 


poſing to lead a warlike Lite and to procure 
to himſelf a laſting Name for great and glo- 
rious Enterprizes) he could not, till it grew 
up immediately into a Flame, and he found 
himſelf conſtrained to love this admirable 
Creature z who was, on the contrary, ſubject 
to no Love, but that which is the nobleſt, 
a Divine Love to her Creator. Whilſt he 
continued in her Father's Court, he made 
many Shews and Geſtures to render her ſen- 
ſible, that her fair Eyes had kindled a Paſſion 
in his Breaſt, that he could not fancy but ſhe 
well enough perceived them; ſo at that Time 
he took his Leave and rode penſive Home, 


where he was received with great Joy by 
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his Parents and Friends, to whom he related 
his various Adventures, but kept that of his 
Love Secret; fo that the violent Flame feed- 

ing on his Spirits, among all the Merriments 
made for his Welcome, he found himſelf Reſt- 
leſs and Uneaſy; * wherefore he reſolved to 
viſit the fair Object of it, and of her intreat 
a Cure for the Wound her pointed Beauties 
had given him, nor could long delay putting 
theſe Reſolves in Practice. Three Days after 
he went to her Father's Houſe, where he 
was received according to his Quality, and 
after Dinner walking in the Garden, he 
luckily, as he wiſh'd, found the fair Mini- 
Fred reading in a ſolitary Arbour in the remote 
Part, and ſo intent was ſhe on her Devotions, 
that he approached very near her, before ſhe 


ſaw him, when immediately a Crimſon Bluſh 


ſpreading over her Face, ſhe aroſe and would 
have gone, but Sir Hugh, bending his Knee 
to the Ground juſt in the Paſſage, with an 
humble Submiſſion intreated her not to be 
diſquieted at his Approach, but in tender 
Compaſſion to his Suffering, ſtay a few Mo- 
ments, and hear what he ſhould utter from 
an unfeigned Heart: At this, ſhe command- 
ing him to riſe, recolle&ed her Spirits, ſat 
down, and bid him ſay what he would, but 
as briefly as might be. The noble Lover 
taking Courage at this free Liberty, after 
having returned her many Thanks, he thus 
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16 
began. “ Faireſt of Creatures that ever Na- 
ture framed, pardon me if I am conſtrained 
to beg Mercy at your Hands, and implore 
your Pity to cure the Wounds your bright 
Eyes have made in my Heatt; I love, dear 
MWiniferd, and to that Degree, that no Words 
can expreſs a Paſſion which exceeds all Ut- 
terrance.” He would have procceded, but ſhe 
interrupting him, ſaid, “ I am ſorry, Sir, to 
hear theſe Expreſſions from you; yet, how- 
ever, if your Love be Virtuous, and proceed 
no farther than from one Friend to another, 
or ſuch Love as Brothers may yield ro Sitters, 
Chaſte and Undefiled, your Condition is not 
ſo bad as you fancy it, for then I may yield 
you ſome Redreis ; but if it aim at Marriage, 
or Fruition of any ſuch Tendency, all that 
ou can ſay will be in Vain and Fruitleſs, for 
have vow'd a ſingle and chaſte Life, as be- 
ing already eſpouſed to the glorious Bride- 
Broom, even him that has woo'd and won 
me with his Love, after J was his by Right 
of Creation, and doubly made fo by his pur- | 
chaſing me with his rich Redecming Blood.” | 
Sir Hugh at this fetch'd a great Sigh, and 
told her, that he hoped ſhe was not ſo {trictly 
bound up to the Vow, ſeeing Religion is no | 
Prohibiter of Marriage, but that it is by theſe 
holy Ordinances enjoin'd, and therefore, ſaid 
he, I hope you will pity my youthtul Years 
as tor my Buth, you know, 'tis Royal as well 
as 
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Na- as yours, and if my Exploits and Achive- 
ned ments have hitherto come ſhort of your 
lore Worth, Iwill labour with double Diligence 
ght to do ſomething that may eaſe the Pain Love's 
dear Darts have made in my bleeding Heart, for 
9 which the World, or any Thing elic, can- 
Ut- not alot any Cure, except I enjoy your lovely 
the Perſon in the ſoft Embraces of Marriage De- 
to lights. “ Alas! faid ſhe, then I can only 
, ky pity your Sufferings, but may not cure them; 
ceed Wand thereupon ſhe departed, leaving Sir Hugh 
her in great Perplexity and Doubtings, and lo for 
| 2 


that Time he could not alter her Mind; and 
taking Leave of her Father, with a ſecmin 
Cheartulneſs, he departed, lamenting his hard 
| Fate to love, and not to be beiov'd again. 

* 


8 IR Hugh taking ſhipping at Venice, in or- 
der to return to Exglaud, after a Dav's 
| fail, the Ship was caught by a Tempeſt, which 
drove her on the Rocks of Sicih, and broke 
her to Pieces, yet were the Men ſaved, but 
crawling a-ſhore, they were aſtaulted by a 
barbarous ſort of People called Poliphemes, 
with but one Eye each, which ſtood in the 
middle of their Fore-heads, theſe Giants with 
mighty Clubs, killing divers of the Men, and 
afrerwards eat them; tho' Sir Hugh having 
done W onders with his Sword, finding his 
Company over-powered, eſcaped by retreat- 
ing into a Wood, and hiding himlelt in the 
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Branches of a high Tree, being all Night 


terrify'd with the Noiſe and Cries of wild 
Beaſts; there he ſaw an Elephant and a Dra- 
gon fight, till the Elephant fell, the Dragon 
having poiſon'd him ſo that he burſt aſunder; 


but the next Morning, by the friendly Gui- 


dance of another Elephant, he found the Way 
to a Sea- port Town, and there getting ſhip- 
ping, came to England in poor Condition, 


having loſt all that he had in the Storm, un- 
leſs an old Suit, and a very ſmall Matter ot 
Money; however, he was entertain'd on board 
an Engliſh Ship, and came ſafe to Harwich, 
where going to a Houſe of Entertainment to 


refreſh himielf, he met with a Company of 


Journey-men Shoe-makers, whoſe pleaſant 
Tales and merry Songs, ſo delighted him, 
that he defired to be admitted into their 

Company, thinking thereby to divert his 


Melancholy. The Boon Companions could 
not refufe this civil Requeſt, ſo in a little 


while they grew better acquainted, and then 
having diſcourſed of one anothers Travels, 
be making his poor Condition known, they 


deſired him to ſtay with them, and they 
would not only. provide for him, but teach 
him their Craft; which he (hearing that 
Finifred followed her ſolitary Way of Living, 
and would not be won from it) conſented to, 


and grew very expert in it, and fo this 
Princely Shoe-maker continued working a 
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whole Year, being for his courteous Beha- 


viour, greatly beloved of all. During this 


Time, Diocleſian, the cruel perſecuting Em- 
peror, coming over, and finding the Chriſ- 
tian Religion began to flouriſh, he put great 
Numbers of them to Death by divers Sorts 
of Torments, commanding others to Worſhip 
his Idols, and ſent Winifred to Priſon for re- 
fuſing it. Sir Hugh no ſooner heard of his 


M.iſtreſſes unjuſt Confinement, but he went 


often to the Priſon, but was denied the ſeeing 
of her, yet he procured all Manner of Dain- 


ties, and ſent them privately by a Keeper, 


who he bribed for that Purpoſe; for which, 


and ſpeaking in the Praiſe of the Religion, he 


was, by the Tyrant's Order, clapt up in the 


ſame Priſon with her. This greatly rejoiced 
his Heart, that ſhe might fee how Coura- 
gious and Conſtant he was to his Religion 


and Love; and here the Journey-men Shoe- . 


makers ſent him Relief daily, and were ſo 
kind to him that he ſtil'd them Gentlemen of 


the GenTLE-CRaAxT ; and that Stile has con- 


tinued ever fince to them. 5 
Sir Hugh had not been long in Confinement 
with his fair Vinifred, before an Order came 


that they ſhould be try'd as Contemners f 
their Gods; at which Trial they behaved with * 


great Courage, affirming their Gods to be only 
tooliſh Idols made with: Mens Hands. [This 
fo enraged the Tyrant, that he commanded 


they 
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they ſhould be immediately put to Death. The 
Tyrant underſtanding Sir Hugh had come this 
Mis fortune for the love of Vinifred, ſtrove 
to perſwade him to recant, but he with Dif- 


dain refuſing, he cauſed her ro be bled ro 


Death, and her Blood to be mixed with ſtron 

Poiſon, and given him to drink; which he 
took freely, and fo ended his Life. While he 
was in Priſon he wrote a curious Encomium 
in Praiſe of the Craft, how Gentle and Com- 
tortable they liv'd; how Friendly to Stran- 


gers; and loving to one another; concluding 


in theſe Lines. 


Of all the Crafts the Gentle-Craft is beſt, 
Their pleaſant Songs makes Labour ſeem like Reſt; 
In Mirth and Comfort all the Year they live, 
And unto Strangers oft Relief they give : : 


They merry are when Cares do Princes grieve. 
' Nay, more than this, may of their Craft be ſaid, 
For many Princes have been of their Trade, 


* 


T ſo happened that not many Years after 
the Deceaſe of cruel Diocleſian, another, 


no lels cruel, arofe in his ſtead, named Maw- 
minus, and becauſe ſome Inſurrections to caſt 
off his Yoke, had been raiſed by the Brizi/h 


Princes, he baniſhed many of them, took the 


i en of others Hoſtages for their good 


Behaviour, the Male of which he cauſed to 


be gelded, or privately made away with, in 


order 


L | 

order to hinder the Riſe of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and alſo to ſecure this noble Kingdom 
to his Succeſſors. Among others, the two 
Sons of the noble King of Logria, being ſent 
for, and refus'd by Queen Eſteda their Mo- 
ther, their Father having ſome Time before 
been ſent into Baniſhment, and their died; 
and ſhe hearing that he was coming to take 
them by Force, called them to her, and with 
Tears in her Eyes, kiſſed them, and faid, 4b, 
my dear Children, Jour Lives are ſought for, as 


8 well as others, who have been cruelly deſtroped; 


the Brant is coming to ſeize you, as a Vulture 
ſeizes a harmleſs Lamb in his g iping Talents; 
therefore you muſt be Strangers to me for a Time, 
and in theſe Diſguiſes ſee your Fortunes as Pro- 
vidence ſhall lead you. The eldeſt of theſe 
whote Name was Criſpianus and rhe younger 
Criſpin, greatly marvelled at this Diſcourſe of 
their Mother's, as being new and ſurprizing 
to them; yet ſhe urging it exceeding neceſ- 
ſary, and like the Mother of Moſes, not be- 
ing longer able to keep them Secret, they 
took the homely Raiment ſhe had provided, 
and tome little Money in their Pockets, the 
betrer to avoid Suſpicion, and fo, with many 
Tears and Embraces, the Queen gave them 
her Bleſſing and diimifſed them; and it was 
in a happy Hour, tor they were not got many 
Miles, but the Tyrant came to ſearch for 
them; and tho', upon being miſſed, Purſuit 
ä 


ſhould they 
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SS 
was every where made, and the Purſuers ſaw 
them, yet thro' their Diſguiſe and meanneſs 
of Attire, they eſcaped Examination. The 
young Princes going from Canterbury, where 
the ancient Palace of the Kings of Kent was 


ſeated, travelled all that Day, and at Night 5 
reached Feverſbam, where they walked up | 


and down the Streets, deſtitute of Lodging, 
till coming to the Corner of a Street, they 


were ſomewhat comforted by a merry Song 


they heard a Journey-man Shoe-maker ſing- 


ing at his Work, by peeping thro* the Key- 


hole: This made them wiſh their Condition 
was the ſame rather than what it was, then 
be freed from many Cares and 
Fears that now oppreſſed them : - Well Bro- 
ther, ſaid Criſpin, I think it would not be a- 
miſs, ſince you like the Fellow's Merriment 
ſo well, if that for a time we ſeek to be en- 


tertain'd in this Houſez which the other 


liking well, they knocked at the Door. 
Who's there, ſays the Journey-man? What 


- would you have at this time of Night? Some 0 


faucy Knave or other, I'll warrant it; and 


with that taking up his Staff, he opened the | 
Door, reſolying to have a Bruſh. if there was 


Occaſion; but ſecing them comely Youths, 


and ſpeaking in a ſubmiſſive Manner, he be- 
gan to Pity them, demanding what they 
Would have? They told him, being Friend- 
| les, having loſt rheir Father in the 8 
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and nothing left them to ſubſiſt on, they 
were turned out to a deſperate Fortune, and 
would willingly undertake any Buſineſs they 
could be capable of tor an honeſt Livelihood. 


Z Theſe Words, ſpoke with an innocent Coun- 


tenance, mov'd the Journey-man to a good 
Liking of them, whereupon bidding them 
ſtay, he called down his Maſter, and he look- 
ing earneſtly upon, asked if they would be 
Shoe-makers, and they replying they would, 
he immediately took them into his Houſe, . 
and in a few Days they were bound *Pren- 
tices for 7 Years: They ſoon became very 
expert at their Buſineſs, and tho' ſearch was 
made after them in that Town, yet in the 


Station they were in, none took Notice of 
them; ſo that not being to be found, the 


Tyrant Maximinus, very much enraged, ſent 
the Queen, their Mother, to Priſon, that by 
a hard Confinement ſhe might be conſtrained 


do diſcover; but ſhe would by no Means be 


induced to it, either by Threats or fair Pro- 
miles, tho' ſhe had Intelligence from them 
where they were. This Shoe-maker, whoſe 
Name was Robands, in their *Prenticeſhip 


grew very Rich, having all the Trade of th 
Nobility and Gentry in thoſe Parts, and ſo 


fam'd he was for the beſt Work, that he was 
introduced at the Court, and ar laſt became 
the Emperor's Shoe- maker, by which. Means 
his Servants frequently went thither. DOR 2 
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theſe Tranſactions, the Perſians invaded France, 
and Maximinus\icnding Britiſh Forces to aſſiſt 
that King, Cr:/pianus deſirous to try his For- 
tune in the Field, went over with them, leay- 
ing his Brother ſorrowful for his Departure, 
who being one Day ſent to Court with Shoes, 
the fair Princels Urſula caſt her Eyes upon 
him, and ſeeing him a comely Perſon, of an 
extraordinary obliging Behaviour, could not 
but fancy with herielt, that he mult be more 
by Birth than he appeared, and though ſhe 
was the Emperor's Darling, her Mother be- 
ing dead, and leaving behind her no more 
Children, and he deſigning to marry her with 


ſome mighty Prince, yet ſhe was ſo taken 


with this Shoe-maker, that ſhe ſhewed him 
ſuch Civility, that he wondered at it, think- 
ing at firſt ſhe might know him, and to ſet- 
tle the Kingdom more firmly on herlelf, ſhe 
deſigned ro get from him, by fair Promiles, 
his Birth and Quality, thereby to enſnare his 
Life, which made him reſolve to be cautious 
in it; ſo that ſhe well perceiving he regarded 
not her amorous Glances nor kind W ords, or 
the other Favours, ſhe caſt in her Mind how 
to come nearer to the Purpoſe, for every time 


ſhe ſaw him, her Love increaſed, and grew 


up into a greater Flame, inſomuch, that one 
Day when he came ro Court, complaining to 
him of the ill make of her Shoes, ſhe order'd 

Navy. | him 
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him to take Meaſure of her, and bring hera 
Pair more ſuitable to her Humour: Ar this, 
bowing low, he promiſed to make them, and 
ſer every Stitch with his own Hands, fo that 
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he doubted not but they would pleaſe her 
Highneſs; and ſo, having taken Meaſure of 
her delicate Foot, and being order'd to deli- 
ver them into her own Hands, he _ 
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When he was gone, ſhe began to meditate 
with herfelf what ſhe was about to do, which 
cauſed Bluſhes in her Face; yer, quoth ſhe, 
were this Youth in princely Attire, he would 
even diſgrace other Princes in his comely Be- 
haviour and Perlon, and therefore, conclud- 
ing he was ſomething more than he ſeemed 
to be, ſhe reſolved, at a Venture, to declare 


Mi her Mind to him, taking little Reſt for his 
Abſence; at length he had finiſhed that which 


compleated his Fortune in the higheſt Degree, 


and carrying them, had, by her Order, Ad- 


mittance into her Chamber, where he fitted 
them, ſhe was ſo pleaſed with his Work, that 
ſhe gave him an Angel; whereupon, bowing 


low, he was about to depart; bur ſhe, order- 
ing the Ladies out of the Room, took him 


gently by the Hand, ſaying, Iprithee, Criſpin, 
tell me, Art thou in Love, that you ſo ſpruce up 
yourſelf of late? Truly, Madam, ſaid he, it I 
ſhould be out of Love, I ſhould be out of 
Charity, all Creatures are ſubject to it. Ay, 


but, ſaid ſhe, one Queſtion more, Who is this 


pretty Laſs that has got thy Heart? In good 


. troth, ſays he, all the Love I poſſeſs is, firſt 
to my Maker, who has done ſuch great 
Things for me, next to my good Maſter and 
Dame, then to all in Charity; but as to any 
Particular Love to Woman, as yet, my Heart 


is ie from it, my tender Years and baſhful 


Nature have not admitted me to rove fo far; 
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1 have heard of the many: Misfortunes that 
have befel poor Lovers, and therefore dare 
not venture, leſt that Caſe ſhould be my own, 
and I grow miſerable thereby. Ay, ſaid the 
Princeſs, that is where Croſſes and diſcontented 
arriage happens to perplex them, but in true 
ove there are abundance of ſweet Contents, a 
virtuous loving Wife is a Treaſure, therefore if 
1 ſhould prefer you to ſuch a one, could you re- 
uſe ber? True, replicd he, I ſhould be un- 
mannerly and ill-natur'd, if I ſhould flight 
your Highneſs's Good-will towards me. Well, 
aid ſhe, then know you ſhall have a Stock of 
Virtue with ber, and as for her Beauty, I think 
it will be well enough to content an honeſt Man. 
Ay, Madam, laid he, but a ſtock of Virtue 
will not pay the Tanner, nor buy Soal-Lea- 
ther; if | ſhould carry her to Market with 
me, as Times go, they are not current Coin. 


Vell, ſaia ſbe, to be. ſhort, look on me, ſhe is as 


the me as poſſible, her Portion, I am certain is 
beyond your ExpeFtation, and for her I} i/dont, 
Time will ſhew it. If ſhe be like your High- 
nels, {aid he, the is well worthy of all Love; 
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yet if my Preſumption reach not too high, 1 


ad rather it were yourſelf than your Likeneſs, 


and if I were known, I might be thought 
worthy of a 


dareſt thou venture to die for a Lady's Love? 


No Madam, faid he, if 1 could keep your. - 
—_— 


* 


acen. Well, Shoe-maker, ſaid 
he, I ſee thy Courage, but ſuppoſe it dere myſelf, 
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Love and live. Then live, ſaid ſhe, and know 


I love you, and will marry you, and ſcreen you 
from my Father's Wrath, which is the only 
Thing you can dread ; and thereupon gave him 
a Kiis. After he had found her true Aﬀec- 
tion to him, he greatly rejoiced, and told her 
all rhe Secrets of his Heart, and what his 
Birth was, and what cauſed him to be a Shoe- 
maker, which pleaſed her mightily; and fo 
that Evening they appointed to meet in the 
Park, under the great Oak, to conſummate 
their Marriage privately: The Princeſs de- 
laying not to be there before him; and Criſpin 
brought with him a Prieſt, who, not know- 
ing her in Diſguiſe, for a good Reward, 
married them: Then diſmiſhng the Prieſt, 
and retiring to a pleaſant Bower, they enjoyed 
the firſt Fruits of their Love, to both their 


Hearts content; and after they had dallianced 


in their amorous Sports a while, ſhe retired 
privately to the Palace, the moſt pleaſed of 
Womankind, and he, the happieſt of Men, 


to his Maſter's Houſe. After this they often 


met and enjoyed each other ſweet Company; 
and Criſpin at his Work uſually ſnug and diſ- 


courſed in the praiſe of Marriage, ſhewing 
huimſelf fo joytul, that all the Journey- men 
wondered at him; where we will leave him 
While, and return to Cyiſpianus. 
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( Priſpianus being beyond the Sea in Arms 

againſt Iphicrates, the renowned Perſian 
General, who was himſelf a Shoe-maker's Son, 
and by his many warlike Exploits was raiſed 
to command a mighty Army, and had reduced. 
almoſt all France to his Obedience: He ſent 
a bold Challenge of Defiance to the French 
King, in the Name of himſelf, and the Per- 


ſian Army; whereupon, on a great Plain the 


Battle was appointed, and a Bloody Fight en- 

ſued. The Perſian General, like Lightning, 

breaking in among the French Squadrons, and 

ſeconded by his beſt Troops, bore down all 

before him, in Revenge that they had re- 

proached him for being the Son of a Shoe- 
maker; his Courage redoubled and preſſing 
on, he came to the Royal Standard, where 

the King was, and bearing it down, after a 
bloody Encounter, whereia thoulands were 
loft, took the King Priſoner from the midſt 
of his Guards, and was carrying him to his 
Tent. All this while Criſpianus had done 
Wonders, fo that he was noted àbove all the 
Commanders, and having purived and {lain 
a great Party of the Perſians, and returning, 
and perceiving the King Pritoner, broke into- 
that Troop, overthrew the Per/ian General, 
after a bloody Onſet, ſet the King at Liberty, 
and did ſuch Wonders, that the Enemy 
ſounded a Retreat, leaving the Victory tothe. 
French, the lole Praiſe of wiuch was glven to 


1 


L 20 ] 

Criſpianus, and when they knew he was but 
a Shoe-maker, they extolled his Courage and 
Bravery the more, wiſhing all the Army were 
of the Trade, and then they would be In- 
“vincible: His Praiſe ſounded loud every 
| where, ſo that the Perſian General hearing 
of that, for the ſake of their Trade, and ho- 
nour to the Gentle-Craft, he concluded a 
Peace and retired out of the Country, to the 
great Joy of the Inhabitants, and immortal 
Renown of Criſpianus, to whoſe Worth and 
Valour they attributed their Safety, fo that 
they held great Feaſting for many Days. 
Now all being in Peace, Criſpianus with the 
Britiſh Forces departed home. The King 
ſent Letters of high Commendation by him 
to Maximinus, reporting the Wonders he had 


as moit worthy of it. Whilſt Criſpianus was 
upon his Return, the Princeſs Urſula grew 


treating him not to leave her, for fear of her 
Father's Anger, for that. ſhe would accom- 
pany him any where, thinking a homely Cot- 
tage with him, above all the Delicates of a 
Palace without him, and that his Abſence 
K would certainly break her Heart. At this he 
i; . tenderly killed her ruby Lips, wiped away 
te peariy Tears that trickled from her fair 
Eyes, and {aid unto her, I vill undertake all 
in - Hazards-of Deaih and Torture, before JI will 
Wide, 8 leave 
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leave you. Then they began to contrive where 
ſhe might lay in ſecretly, which Criſpin in- 
treated her to leave to his Care, and when he 
had provided ſuch a Place, he would privately 
ſend her Word; ſo at that Time they parted. 
Criſpin thought this Buſineſs could not be in 
ſafer Hands than his Dame's, who had ſhewed 
him much Love all this Time, and was not 
a little amorous of him, endeavouring many 


Ways let him fee it, but thou 


gh he well 


noted her, he diſſembled that Knowledge; 
and ſo finding her in private, he told her, I 
have a Secret of preat Importance to reveal 
to you, which ſhe thinking to be an Anſwer 
of her Deſires in return of Love, the ſooner + 
gave Audience; but when, contrary to her 
Expectation, . he told her the Affair, ſhe fell 
into an extravagant Paſſion, wringing her 
Hands, and crying our, O Criſpin, thou haſt 
undone thyſelf ,, thou waſt a good Fellow and 
mighteſt have liv'd happily, but now (having got 
a Wench with Child) thou haſt broke thy Inden- 
tures, and art utjerly ruin d. What will you do 
for Milk, Pap, Piggins, Clouts, and a hundred 


other Neceſſaries ? Well, I believe 


ſhe tempred 


thee to this Folly, and I Fackins PII have ber by 
the Noſe for it. Whilſt the old Wife uled 
theſe Speeches, Criſpin knew not what to 
think of it, but whilſt he was about to ex, 
plain the Matter, the Maſter hearing the 
Noiſe, came to know the Reaſon, ':nd hav.” 
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ing underſtood that his Man had married the 
Emperor's Daughter, he ſtood aſtoniſhed, and 
could not be induced to believe it; or that 
as he ſaid, himſelf was a Prince born. How- 
ever at laſt they agreed ſhe ſhould lye-in ſe- 
cretly there; and toon after, upon the Signal 
given, which was the fireing a Tree, which 
made others on the Coaſt fire their Beacons, 
ſo a Rumour was ſpread, that the Enemy was 
landed: In the Hurry the Princeſs made her 
Eſcape in Diſguiſe, and was deliver'd at the 
Shoe-maker's of a fine Son, to the great Joy 
of his Parents. Criſpianus coming laden with 
Renown from the Wars, was much pleaſed to 
find his Brother ſo happily married; and going 
to the Court with Letters of Recommenda- 
tion, he was nobly entertain'd by Maæximinus, 
who bid him ask any Thing, within his 
Power, and he would grant it. Then he told 
him who he was, and deſired that his Mother 
might be at Liberty, which was immediatel 
done. Maximiuys told him if he had not un- 
| luckily loft his Daughter, he ſhould have had 
her in Marriage: At which time, as it was 
contriv'd, Cri/pizand the Princeſs came in with 
their Child, which much ſurprzed the Em- 
peror, but being given to underſtand, that the 
Shoe- maker ſhe had married was Criſpianus's 
= Brother, and all the Circumſtances that attend- 
AQ cheir Love, he took them into Favour, and 
chey lived happily all their Lives afterwards. 
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Young Criſpin going to Court, 
He won a Lady gay, 

And as the Truth we may report, 
She was convey'd away 

From thence, ſhe being great with Child, 
A Seaſon to remain : 

At length her Friends were reconcil'd, 
When foe return'd again; 


: E Nzilpianus came from France, 
* 


Honour and Renown XJ 
7 Lovers came juſt then by chance, : 
And as they kneeled down, 
Ti They, asd their Father's Bleſſing there, 
His Anger to expel; 
Id pardon d them and did declare, 
He lik'd the Marriage well. 


A A brief Account rf the Ps Prodigies, and o- 
ther wonderful Things, . "ao happened daring 
the yore of 555 Simon Eyre, Lord- 
Mayor of London, who was à Shoe-maker. © 


Terrible Comet appeared, fore - running 
the War that happened between England 
and Scotland, but particularly, the lamentable 
Civil War that happened between the Houſe 
of York and Lancaſter, which occaſion'd the 


Loſs of France, and the Lives of 1 $0,900. 


Enpiiſa Men. 
In this Year the fatal Battle of Barnet- Field * 
was fought, in which 10,990 Men were {lain. 
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+. In the Summer there was a terrible Thun- 
dering and Lightning, which ſtruck may 
Cattle in the Fields dad. 5 
A great Whale of 39 Foot in Length, and | 
24 in Circumference, was taken at the Mouth * 
of the River Humber. a 
In June, two Hours after Sun- ſer, appeared 
in the Air, tothe South-ward, a Pillar oX Fire,, 
which continued to do ſo three Nights toge- 
ther, and the Weather was ſo ſul wer 


— 


many dicd of Heat. 


A Sow at Rippon, in Yorkſhire, brought Forth 
Pigs with Faces like Children, and Feer like 
Monkeys, for which ſhe was burnt. e. 
The Conduit in, Fleet-ftreet. run Blang fon 


. half an Hour. Many terrible Sights were ſcen 5 
1 in the Air of Armies fighting, and ſtra- ge 


Voices heard. It rainec Wheat near Lan- 
taſter, and after that {mall Pebble: ſtones. 
At Noyſton, a Woman was brought to Bed. 


: 1 | ofa Child, with a Head like — —_ 


ing inſtead of Er yving. p 
Two {mall Earth- quakes an ne on 


* "the Sthof March, ad the orheß on ˖ e 20 


of Auguſt. 

Violent Storms happened, Which 55 the 
Sea break in and drowned many Acres of Land, 
mch Cattle, and ruined divers Villages, Hts | 
* made near Bright- Hempſtead, © 
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